NARTMOUTH PRESIDENT JOHN KEMENY
ADDRESSING THE COLLEGE COMMUNITY
AWER WDCR MONDAY NIGHT, MAY LTH:

Wg ARE MEETING TONJGHT OVER T
oF THE MOST TRouUBLED PERIODS I[N AMERICAN HI1STORY. 4
L WKE& TOrsSTART OFEEgBY 60 NG BACK TO MY FIRST PRESS CONFERENC

A Su PREGUDENT-ELECTh s ATL THAT ([TEIME | WAS ASKED ABOUT THE
QUESTION OF INSTITUTIONS AND I ND |VIDUALS TAKING STANBS ON
T AUEPSHALE ] SSUESK =iz REAERIRMED TRETDEANE THAT | HAVE

CONS|STENTLY HELD OVER THE Y-EAR O THAT WHILE INSTITUTIONS
AS SUCHCANNOT  EFFECTAME LY TAKE STANDS ON CONTROVERSIAL § SSUES

'NDIV|DUALS MUST TAKE STANDS, AND | MADE
. eoreDAnTHOUREALE] LESE WOUEDTEE (WO ENCEPFRONS B TRRT .
D UEE ot sl 4am PAGNEHELY S ANAREOF | THESPACTS THRTERC COLLEGE PRESIDEN:

~AN USE THIS PREROGATIVE TOO OFTEN OR HE LOSES Eitis SEFEECTHVE =
JESSE : cANDSYET EVENTSAHAVE . TAKEN-PLACEsDURIFNG

WH4CH MAKE 1T {MPOSS1BLE: FOR ME NOT TO EXERCIS
| WiLL THEREFORE SPEAK TONIGHT ABOUT A NUMBER OF

S SUE Sqe
IN THE RICHEST

WES: I VE - IN A PERIOD OF: GREAT*FRUSTRAT10ONa
WE FIND HUNGER

NAT!IONAL

COUNTRY: N THE WORLBDEWELGST I ELEEIND ROVERT Y,

ABLE TO MARSHAL OUR RESOURCES TO ELIMINATE HUNGERe
OUR CITJES DETERIORATING AND WE SEEM TOBTESUNABLE-R0 BRTNG

ABOUT THOSE MEANS THAT WILL IMPROVE LIFE IN OUR GREAT METRO -
50l ITAN AREAS, A TIME WHEN BLACK CITIZENS AFTER DECADES OF
TRV ING TGO IMPROVE THEIR LOT FIND ALL MEASURES BE ING TAKEN AS
TOO +SLOW-T00 SBEFTLE , "AND " T:O0 TLATE WE FOUND THE FRUSTRATION
1/ THE PAST YEAR IN TRYING TO ATTRACT AMERICAN INDIAN STUDENTS

o DARTMOUTH AND WE ALL LEARNED A GREAT DEAL ABOUT THE SCANDAL-
oUS RECORD OF TH!S COUNTRY IN THE TREATMENT OF AMERICAN INDI|ANS,
WE HAVE DURING EARTH DAY LEARNED A GREAT DEAL ABOUT PROBLEMS

0OF THE ENV|RONMENT WHERE PITIFULLY LITTLE HAS BE DONE TO SOLVE
THESE PROBLEMS. THEN, IN THE LAST FEW DAYS, A NUMBER OF
ADD[TIONAL EVENTS HAVE TAKEN PLACE., WE sAaw YALE UNIVERSITY
SECOME A BATTLEGROUND FOR SOME OF THE GREAT 1SSUES FACING THIS
NATION. WE SAW A COMMUNITY TRYING TO ACT I[N UNISON TO BRING
ABOUT PEACEFUL D EMONSTRATIONS AGAINST EVENTS WHICH THEY FELT
NERE WRONG. WE FOUND KiNGMAN BREWSTER, ONE OF THE FINEST COLLEGE
PRESIDENTS IN THE UNITED OTATES, FIGHTING FOR THE LIFE OF HIS
(NSTITUTION AND TRYING TO BRING UNITY AND PEACE TO HIS CAMPUS,
AND AT THE SAME TIME BEING ATTACKED FROM THE OUTSIDE BY THOSE
WHO DID NOT UNDERSTAND THE 1SSUES AND DID NOT HAVE SENSITI[VITY
~0R THE NEEDS OF A GREAT UNIVERSITY. WE FOUND A NUMBER OF

ATTACKS FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT [N WASHINGTON UPON OUR
GREAT UNIVERSITIES THAT SHOWED, 7O SAY THE LEAST, COMPLETE

VMl SUNDERSTAND NG OF THE FEEAINGS OF - THE SPRESENT . GENERAT ION OF
L0l LEGE STUDENTSEAND A VERY:TLARGE I FERACT tON OF -THE.  COLELEGE AND

UNIMER SA TY . FACULT LES,
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| SSUE HAS

AND THEN, TO ALL THESE"'SSUES AN"OVERWHELMING
N

SEEN ADDED. THIS HAS BEEN THE ESCALATION OF THE WAR
INDOCHINA. WE HAVE SEEN A SEQUENCE OF EVENTS ST ARTUING FIRST

W1TH A REPEATED PROMISE BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED §TATES
0 DISENGAGE ACCORDING TO AN ARRANGED SCHEDULE FROM THE WAR
'N VIETNAM. TEN DAYS LATER HE HAD AN ANNOUNCEMENT TEAT: S0U TH
V IETNAME SE FORCES SUPPORTED BY AMERICAN A DVISORS WERE MOV I NG
'NTO CAMBOD]A. THEN THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AN-
NOUNGED THAT IN ADDITION TO THAT MASSIVE AMERICAN TROOPS
WouLD MOVE [INTo CAmBoRtA., WE WERE ALSO WARNED THAT 57 WA S
POSSIBLE THAT NOoRTH VIETNAM MiGHT BE BOMBED AGAINo. VERY SOON
AFTERWARDS WE D]SCOVERED THAT BY THE TIME THAT WARNING WAS
ISSUED THE BOMBING OF NORTH VIETNAM HAD ALREADY RESUMED.
THISESERGESHOR L RE THONSE CIAMET plsi AR BREATH ISURIPRE SEE TOh (THIE
AMERICAN PEOPLE, APPARENTLY AS A GREAT SURPRISE TO THE CONGRE 5
OFBTHETWRA TED SAATESHLANDEAGAIN,, | FROWME ALILSTHATY HASHIBEER SARD
A SURPRISE TO THE GOVERNMENT OF CAMBODIA. | K5 <A DD: FTEEONS 2T O
THATHEWESEHADY ToM LYISTERN T0% ARGUMENTS N FAVORMOFY MHESES ACIIRORES

THAT MANY OF US FIND TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE, | NEFEH ] SO DAY AND

AGE TO A RGUE THAT WE MUST TAKE THESE ACTS BECAUSE TH. UNITED
STEATESIHADUNEVERALOST AHNNAR ISy THER Y PEROFIARGYMEN 1L SRk T |
FORE ONEE S |MPLYACANNG T ACCEPTe®2MosT OF‘US HAVE REACHED & HAT

STAGE IN OUR THINKING WHERE WE FEEL THAT WAR ITSELF MUST BE
FLIMINATED AND QUESTIONS OF WINNING AND LOSING WARS HAVE BE-=-

COME MEANINGLE SS,
AT T Er S AMEE T iME WE EIND -THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED

STATEISEFRUSTRATEDE =Wes oA HATS THENPRES JDENTSSI S ICRUSERCHL ZE D
5Y LEADERS OF BOTH PARTIES, INCLUDING LEADERS WHO HAVE
TRADY TTONATL V- 'SUPPORTE D HAM 4IN: AL HI'SIACT FONSHL . RIND ET
CioNERES S SEEMS TO.BE- FRUSTRATED A'S: TO HOW= s CAN ASSERITEETS
AUTHIORITY.L S Tu7'st MAYSBR IINGL IABIOWTF OINES OF2 FTHESIMO ST SERRGUS
CONSTITUTIONAL CRISES IN THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED OTATES.
| AM DEEPLY CONSC|OUS OF THE FACT THAT DARTMOUTH COLLEGE
MORE S THARN: ANY: OTHER® IINST ITUTLONSIN. STHE " COUNTRY: HASS R -AYED: A
SIGNIFICANT ROLE I[N HELPING TO SHAPE THAT CONSTITUTION.,

THESFANAL EVENT - TODAY WAS THE #ILLEING: OF: WO BOY S AND
TN oG I RIS IATCENT. ST ATE LINIBVERSITY .+ | SDO-INOTEIKNOW  ALLE EHE
DETAILS OF HOW THEY DIED AND TO ME THEY ARE UNIMPORTANT,
THERE WJLL NO DOUBT BE MANY ARGUMENTS AS TO WHO WAS AT FAULT.
| CAN ONLY COME TO ONE CONCLUSION: THAT ALL OF US ARE AT
FAULT.- FOR THIS TO OCCUR, WHETHER 1T WAS BY NATIONAL GUARD
TROOPS, YOUNG MEN PROBABLY -TERRIFIED IN AN ALIEN SITUAT]|ON
WRECH THE YA/ARES INOT WI'SED TO, 1S TO: MESIT OWALLY: UNIMPORTANTS
S EElEL AS. SORRY FORS THEN: AS:FOR ITHOSE: WHOI WERE: K| L:LE D WiHAT
1S IMPORTANT 1S THAT CIVILIZATION IN THIS COUNTRY HAS REACHED
=M SEPAGE TTHAT. | FINDA T OTEALLY:: 10T O:LER A Bk ES

Ner st PECSPONSE O THE SEEENVENTS WE ARE FACEDEW ETH: A€ AL
FROM A LARGE NUMBER qQf STUDENTS:E FOR . UN ERED ACT:LEON BY: THE
Biamwaiainre - Aasnetre Yo TO F I IND-MEANS 2li0r EXPIRESS . [ TS DISSATILSEFACTIC
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1TSS FRUSTRAT{ON, AND TO WORK OUT NEW METHODS BY WHICH A

COMMUNITY ACTING IN UNISON CAN HAVE AN EFFECT ON THE POLICY

OF TH1S COUNTRY. | HAVE HEARD A LARGE NUMBER OF SUGGEST 10N

AS TO HOW TH1S CAN BE DONE, MANY OF THEM HIGHLY EFFECTIVE

MANY OF WHICH STILL HAVE TO BE WORKED ouT., WHILE THE WORD
STRIKE  HAS BEEN USED,AGAIN AND AGAIN THE REPRESENTATIVESDS

OF THE GROUP THAT ARE TRYING TO RAISE A STRIKE HAVE EMPHASJZED

THAT THEY HAVE USED THIS WORD FOR LACK OF A BETTER WORD BE-

CAUSE THIS 1S NOT A STRIKE AGAINST DARTMOUTH COLLEGE, BUT AN

ATTEMPT BY MEANS OF AN ACTION THEY HAVE CALLED A "STRIKE"

TO UNITE THE ENTIJRE COMMUNITY IN JOINTACTION TO SEE WHETHER

ALL OF US TOGETHER MIGHT BE MORE EFFECTIVE [N CHANGING NATIONAL
POLICY THAN ANY GROUP COULD BE ON ITS OWN, J[HEY HAVE EMPHAS1ZE
THAT THEY WOULD LI1KE TO SEEPARTICIPATION BY MASSIVE GROUPS

OF STUDENTS, BY THE FACULTY, BY THE ADMIN|STRATION, AND BY

THE STAFF oF DARTMOUTH COLLEGE |N THE BROADEST SENSE OF THC
WORD., AS A MATTER OF FACT, A NUMBER OF GENEROUS OFFERS HAVE
SEEN MADE TO MAKE |T POSSIBLE FOR MEMBERS OF VARIOUS SEGMENITS
OF THE STAFF AND EMPLOYEES OF THE -COLLEGE TO PARTICIPATE

IN SUCH ACTIVITIES, FOR EXAMPLE , | HAVE HEARD S TUDENTS
SPEAKING OF CLEANING THEIR OWN DORMITORY ROOMS TO ENABLE
JANITORS TO TAKE AN ACTIVE PART. | HAVE HEARD OF STUDENTS
VOLUNTEERING TO EAT ONLY TWO MEALS A DAY TO ENABLE EMPLOYEES
oF THE DARTMOUTH DiNING ASSOCIATION TO BE FREED TO PARTICIPATE
N DI1SCUSSIONS THAT THEY PROPOSE SHOULD TAKE PLACE [N THE

IMMEDIATE FUTURE.
As A RESULT | HAVE TODAY MET W{TH MY POLICY ADVISORY

COUNCIL, WHICH 1S A GROUP OF TOP ADMINISTRATORS. | THEN MET
W TH THE DEPARTMENTAL CHAIRMEN OF DARTMOUTH CoLLEGE AND |
HAD AN ADDITIONAL MEETING WI|TH THE DELEGATES OF THE S TEERING

COMMITTEE OF THE GROUP CALLING FOR A 'STRIKE," | HAVE ALSG
HAD THE BENEFIT OF ADVICE FROM NUMEROUS TELEPHONE CALLS AMD

| ETTERS FROM:- STUDENTS AND FACULT Ye IN LISTENING TO ALL ¢F
THESE GROUPS, AND ALL | HAVE DONE SO FAR 1S TO LISTEN, | HAVE
FOUND A NUMBER OF COMMON THEMES. | HAVE FOUND FRUSTRATON

'N THE SEARCH FOR WHAT IT 1S THAT AN INSTITUTION CAN DO AS

A UNITED COMMUNITY. | HAVE FOUND THE WORD "UNITY' APFEARING
AGAIN AND AGAIN, AND THE FRUSTRATION THAT THEY DID NOT KNOW
HOW THIS UNITY COULD BE BROUGHT ABOUT BECAUSE THERE ARE SO
MANY DIFFERENT CONSTITUENCIES THAT THE MEANS OF BRINGING THEM
TOGETHER AND GETTING SOME LEGAL WAY OF HAVING THEM COMBINE
DID NOT SEEM TO BE CLEAR., AgAIN | HEARD THAT WHILE MAGNIF [CENT
SROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE IN 2/ HOURS OF PLANNING, THERE HAS NOT
SEEN ENOUGH T IME TO WORK OUT ALL EFFECTIVE MEANS OF ACHIEVING
THESE GOALS., AFTER LISTENING TC ALL THESE PLEAS, | HAVE COME
To THE CONCLUS|ON THAT INDEED WE ARE IN EXTRAORDINARY TIMES,
“HAT 1T 1S INDEED A TIME WHEN THE COMMUNITY SHOULD TAKE UNITED
ACTION, AND |F THERE 1S ANYONE WHO CAN BRING SUCH UNITED ACT(ON

ABOUT 1T 15 THt PRESIDENT: OF “THE COLLEGE,
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| AM THEREFORE PROPOSING TO TAKE TONJGHT A NUMBER OF ACTS.
ONE THAT | HAVE TAKEN EARLIER TODAY WAS-TO JOIN A NUMBER OF
OTHER COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY PRESIDENTS,REPRESENTING MANY -
SEGMENTS OF THE COUNTRY,IN ISSUING THE F OLLOWING STATEMENT,
ADORE SSFD T0 ' THE .PRESIDENT OF THE ‘UNJTED STATES:

THE AMERICAN INVASION OF CAMBODIA AND THE RENEWED
BOMBING OF NORTH VIETNAM HAVE CAUSED EXTRAORDINARY,
SEVERE, AND WIDESPREAD APPREHENSIONS ON OUR CAMPUSE S,
WE SHARE THESE APPREHENS|ONS., AS COLLEGE AND
UNIVERS|TY PRESIDENTS |N CONTACT WITH LARGE NUMBERS
OF CONCERNED AMER|CANS, WE MUST ADVISE YOU THAT
AMONG A MAJOR PART OF OUR S TUDENTS AND FACULTY
MEMBERS THE DES|RE FOR A PROMPT END GE AMERICAN
MILITARY INVOLVEMENT [N SOUTHEAST ASIA 1S EX-
TREMELY INTENSE, WE IMPLORE YOU TO CONSIDER THE
INCALCULABLE DANGERS OF AN UNPRECEDENTED ALIENATION
OF AMERICA'S YOUTH AND TO TAKE IMMEDIATE ACT|ON

TO DEMONSTRATE UNEQUIVOCALLY YOUR DETERMINATION T¢C
END THE. -WAR QUICKLYs WE URGENTLY-:REQUEST -THE
OPPORTUNITY TO DiSCUSS THESE PROBLEMS WITH YOU
DIRECTLY., |lF WE SHOULDR ECEJVE AN INVITATION FROM
THE:- PRE SIDENT - OF THE UNVPTED STATES-TO :BISECUSS

THESE MATTERS WITH HIM, | AND MANY OTHER: COLLEGE
PRESIDENTS ARE PREPARED To Go To WASHINGTON TO

PLEAD WITH THE PRESIPENT -OF THE UNLTED STARESS

| HAVE TRIED TO SEARCH FOR A PRECEDENT TO WHAT ACTIONC AN

BE TAKEN ON CAMPUS, AND THE CLOSEST ONE | COULD FIND WAS FROM
A MENUTES. OF2 THE. TRUSTFEES 0F DaAarTMOoutTH COLLEGE, FHE TRUSEEES
VOTED AT A TIME OF WHAT THEY DESCRIBED AS "PUBLIC DISTRESSES

OF THE PRESENT DAY"' AN EARLY TERMINATION OF THE A CADEMIC YEAR.
OF COURSE THAT WAS A PERJOGD OF EVEN MORE |INTENSE CONSIDERATI!ON.

T HAPPENED TO BE JuLy 2l, 1776.

. FEElL THAT-WFE ARE NOW AT THE POINT-0F -CRISIS:i= | ANl CREETLY
SHOCKED BY THE DEATH OF FOUR S TUDENTS, WHICH IS TRAGIC |N
ITSELF AND A SYMPTOM OF A NATIONAL MALADY. | AM THEREFORE

TAKING THE FOLLOWING ACT|{ONS AS PRESIDENT OF DARTMOUTH CoLIE GE ¢

| AM SUSPENDING ALL REGULAR ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES FQR THE

SECONDf¥, | AM DECLAR[NG TOMORROW A DAY OF MOURNI|NG FOR

" THE S TUDENTS AT KENT OTATE, AND A DAY OF SOUL-SEARCH NG
FOR THE ENTIRE |[NSTITUTION, I|HERE WILL BE NO CLASSES HELD

TOMORROW, | AM URGING ALL SECTIONSOF THE COMMUNITY TO
PARTIC|PATE IN INTENSIVE DISCUSSIONS AS TO HOW THIS COMMUNITY

CAN-"BEST JO-EN-HANDS “AND N A -UNITED MANNER TAKE EFFECT|VE

ACT |ONa



| URGE ASsS
! LARGE AN ATTENDANCE OF S TUDENTS AS POSSIBLES
| N |
;MTWANTQEEITION TO THAT | AM ASKING FACULTY MEMBERS T@ TAKE
OiE L THE SEACTHRHA Tl A CANCE[LL|ING GCLASSES FOR «T0=

MORROW TO HAVE AS MANY MEETINGS IN WHATEVER GROUPS ARE AP-
"ROPRIATE TOMORROW TO BRING ABOUT COLLECTIVE WISDOM AS TO

MHAT LTS WES CAN DO FORTMHE " REMAINDER OF THI1S WEEK AND BEYONE
| AM INVITING THE GENERAL FACULTY ~--- THAT 1S THE E NT IRE
FACULTY OF DARTMOUTH COLLEGE —-- TO A MEETING AT 8 P.M.

o OO U I UMN TS Pl TS Wil NOT B E A FORMAL GMERT | e
WITH PARLIAMENTARY RULES AND MOTIONS AND DEBATES ON SMALL
POINTS OF WORDING BECAUSE THE [SSUES ARE TOO SER10US. |
PROPOSING TO HOLD THIS SOMEWHAT IN THE S TYLE OF A QUAKER
MEETING, | AM HOLDING |T IN THE EVENING SO 1T MAY BE
PRECEDED 'BY A DAY OF SOUL-SEARCHING ON THE PART OF THE ' ERTIRE

FACULTY SO THAT WE MAY BRING OUR COLLECTIVE W1 SDOM LOmtlAS
ONEWHAT SIT IS THAT WE mienT BL AOLr_ jo 00 FOR THE REMAINDER
DR RS ST O O BRNUL AT R PLAR oW, THIS tNSTEETUEON ©RN
UNITRE [N EFFECTIVE FUTURE ACTION, \ln ADDILTION AM URG ING
ALL ADMIN|STRATIVE OFF|CERS TO DO WHATEVER THEY C AN TO MAKE
IT POSSIBLE FOR ALL EMPLOYEES OF DARTMOUTH COLLEGE 7O

PARTIICH EATE [N-THE D1 SCUSSIONS, » WE MUST, OF COURSE., MALNELLS
A FEW BASIC SERVICES OF THE INSTITUTION, BUT | URGE ALL

DEPARTMENT HEADS TO USE THEIR DISCRETION TO0 ALLOE AS MANY”_
PEOPIFE - T0 PARTICTIPATE IN DI SCUSSIONS WHICHEVER SFBE TFTHEY MAY

BE “ON:.*SO. THAT WE NMAY TRULY FEEL THAT THIS 1S-ACTEEON Byl HE
ENTIRE COMMUNITY., PERHAPS AFTER A DAY OF SOUL-SEARCHING

AND A WEEK-DURING WHICH WE ARE SUSPENDING OUR NORMAL ACADBEMIZC
ATV ITIES, WE MIGHT HAVE A-BETTER FEELING A3 HOWHERE N - GO

FROM HERE, gy
I REALIZE  THAT THERE A RE- MANY WHO FEEEL THAT EEBUCATIONALS,

REGULAR EDUCATI]ON, SHOULD NOT BE SUSPENDED. AND YET THERE

COMES A TIME WHEN THERE ARE PRIORITIES OVER AND BEYOND
THAT WHICH WE HAVE TRADITIONALLY CONSIDERED THE FUNDAMENTAL
PURPOSE OF THE : tNSTITUTHONZ = | 'AM SAY NG THAT BY SUSPENDENG

ALL CILASSES TOMORROW WE WiLL ENGAGE |INFEDUCATION THIS WEEK,
BUT. AN. EDUCAT JON OF THE DEEPEST FORM WHEREZA BROAD COMMUNET (

CAN -SIT DOWN TOGETHER AND TRY TO FORMULALE TS VIEWS AND
FNGAGE - IN A COLLECT|IVE EXERC|SE OF FORMULATING PLANS FOR THE
ZUTURE .= |- FEEL " FHAT ALl OF US Will Bt BETTER EDUCATERIBY R
END OF THE WEEK AS A RESULYT OF STH 1S ACT|ON

FINALLY LET ME SAY THAT FOR THISWEEK | AM GOING TO MAKE

MY OWN SELF AND MY ENTIRE STAFF AVAILABLE, [ CHOPE-TEHA T MNve
ONE W|TH SUGGESTIONS OR ANYONE WHO NEEDS HELP IN FORMULATING
PLANS OR MEETINGS, WHATEVER THE NEED MAY BE, WILL CALL ON

AL OF 1S FOR HELP IN-MAKIMG THIS WEEK TRULY MEANINGFUL:
TeHAN G Y OLT, : '

A M

---JoHN KEMENY, May lL: 1970
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